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Balcones Forge Dispatch

Greetings!

We can only hope that winter is be-
hind us, but don’t count on it. We 
will probably see some more cool 
weather before we see spring, and 
then a week or two later we will ease 
into summer. You will know its spring 
when all the things that “sting” show 

up. Besides the mosquitoes, the hornets and the yellow jackets, I 
hate the fire ants most of all. These bullies of the back yard like to 
hide in the grass and wait until you are covered with them before 
they start to sting. Then it’s too late and you can’t get them off fast 
enough. 

I hate bug sprays and chemicals so I keep ant can near the forge, 
which is a 3 pound coffee can with a bail on it. I fill it half full of water 
and heat it in the forge when I see ant mounds in the yard. Once 
the water is boiling I just pour it over the mound and get some more 
water for the next mound. It kills them instantly (along with some of 
the grass, but it will be ok in a day or two) and leaves no residue. 
I once had thousands of ants invade the river house after a sudden 
spring shower. The shop vac had them cleaned up in just a few 
minutes. I also put diatomaceous earth, which is a very fine powder, 
around the perimeter of the house and out buildings. It works all 
bugs with an exoskeleton by getting between their body joints and 
scratching them to death.

Lastly when the ants have invaded your shop and you don’t have 
the shop vac handy, use that little propane torch to stop then in their 
tracks. Those trails of ants are stopped instantly and you don’t have 
to put up with that ant killer order (besides that, it’s kind of fun).

Continued on page 2

Demo Days are March 28 & 29
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The Balcones Forge Newsletter is written by the editor except as noted.  Balcones Forge, it’s officers, members, contributors, editors and 
writers specifically disclaim any responsibility, or liability for any damage, or injury as a result of the use of any information published in the 
newsletter or demonstrated at a meeting or conference.  Every effort is made to insure the accuracy and safety of information provided 
but the use by our members and readers of any information published herein or provided at meetings is solely at the user’s own risk.

February Secretary’s       
Report

The Steep Hollow Forge meeting hosted by Alan 
& Jeff Lee in Bryan on February 21, 2015 was 
everything and anything for the large group of 
area blacksmiths that attended.  Alan welcomed 
the crowd and the demonstrations began without 
delay.  Larry House and John Perilloux began by 
forging hinge straps.  Several methods for reach-
ing the end result for a unique set of door hinges.  
A very helpful jig for bending the hinge point was 
explained and demonstrated, as well as how to 
form the bolt loop by hand.  It was evident that 
these two blacksmiths had performed this task nu-
merous times because the end results of several 
pairs of hinges were forged exceptionally well.

Before the auction began, Jerry Achterberg called 
a Balcones Board members meeting to order.  Al-
ways trying to be proactive in the future for Bal-
cones Forge, Alan Lee started submitting names 
for next year’s Bluebonnet demonstrators.  Sev-
eral names were thrown into the hat for consider-
ation and it was determined that the board will dis-
cuss these suggestions, as well as consideration 
for what members want and decisions will be an-
nounced at a later date.  

The board readily approved Daniel Harrington as 
the new treasurer. He will succeed Rudy Billings 

President’s Message continued

I want to thank the Lee Brothers for the best com-
bo demo yet! You really went over the top to put 
this together. There was something for everybody 
and almost too much to see at one time. I didn’t 
think you could top last year’s event, but you did it 
and did it well. I can’t wait till next year.
A special thanks to all who helped out. You made 
this a very special event!

It’s almost time for the Bluebonnet Demo with Dor-
othy Stiegler, and the kicker is Dorothy is teaching 
a silicon bronze workshop. Just watching Dorothy 
at the anvil is something you never forget, but to 
learn from a master one on one is priceless. I don’t 
think you will ever have this chance again and it is 
a bargain. There are a limited number of slots and 
they are going fast. Please contact Jim Elliott to 
secure a slot at 512-630-1293.

This year’s demo promises to be as entertaining 
and enlightening as any we have ever had. I have 
only seen bronze attempted a couple of times and 
both were miserable failures. I will be watching 
closely

Don’t forget the auction after dinner on Saturday. 
Besides being able to pick up a hand forged mas-
terpiece or tool at a bargain, it’s a good time to let 
your hair down and relax with friends over a few 
adult beverages. 

As always, Balcones Forge is here for you. Our 
job is to help promote and preserve the art of 
blacksmithing by passing down our skills from one 
generation to another. Get involved, be part of the 
chain!

Keep in touch and be safe!

Jerry Achterberg                        
Balcones Forge President
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whose dynamic and exceptional handling of Bal-
cones Forge treasury over the years has proven to 
provide success for everyone.  I always admired 
the way Rudy noted the auctions and followed up 
in collecting the proceeds.  It was amazing to me 
how quickly Rudy was able to identify what each 
individual member owed in dues and I never heard 
anyone comment negatively about the processes 
he had established.  With great admiration for a 
job well done from such a respected individual 
member of the board, we all wish Rudy the best.  I 
asked him what he was going to do with so much 
time on his hands and he pointed out that spend-
ing more time with his family as well as doing some 
traveling would be very nice.  Good luck Rudy and 
welcome Daniel.

Consideration for an individual to take over the li-
brary is something the board has to vote on soon.  
Anyone interested?

Another topic of interest for Balcones Forge mem-
bers to consider taking part in is the upcoming 
Pioneer museum demonstrations in Fredericks-
burg during spring break March 7 - 14.  In order 
to promote this event and gain active blacksmith 
participation, the first 2 demonstrators that sign up 
will have their Bluebonnet participation fees paid 
for.  Forges, coal, and anvils are already provided 
and in place - just bring your favorite hammer and 
tongs.  The meeting was adjourned.

The doorknocker competition items displayed 
were beyond exceptional and Jeff Lee won first 
place.  Great examples of individual artistry and 
forging techniques were demonstrated.  Beautiful 
and crafty efforts were submitted by several tal-
ented blacksmiths.  The bar gets raised each time 
a “competition” forged item is presented.  I for one 
was very humbled. 

The iron in the hat auction is always a special 
event for blacksmiths.  There were many excep-
tional items donated and bidding wars were ex-
ceptional.  The live auction as well as the silent 
auction summed $6220 as reported by Rudy.  

In order to spark interest in donating as well as 
attending I’d like to point out that a single forged 
piece brought $1,000 -- you shudda been there.  
Great excitement!

At lunch, we enjoyed a terrific BBQ dinner with all 
the trimmings - delicious.  Music during the lunch 
break was by the Joey McGee duo and Alan Lee 
couldn’t get enough - he danced rather than eat 
(well it was more of a swing). It’s always amaz-
ing to me how many people volunteer to assist 
such a large group and we all thank those unself-
ish individuals starting from the parking attendant, 
registration, auction, lunch, and those behind the 
scene. Tremendous effort that was greatly appre-
ciated - thanks.

After lunch, Dana Flanders and John McGee be-
gan the forging demonstrations.  Dana forged a 
unique coat hook and John forged an owl bottle 
opener as well as a trammel.  It was very inter-
esting to watch similar techniques to present such 
different and functional pieces. It was a lively pre-
sentation, to say the least; very informative and 
enjoyable.

The iron smelt according to Alan was running a lit-
tle behind.  The process is as much a learning pro-
cess each time it is undertaken.  Nevertheless, by 
overcoming unexpected problems that the group 
experienced, theywere successful in smelting a 
bloom.  It is noteworthy to mention, that those indi-
viduals have little opportunity to participate in any 
other event, except to devote their full attention to 
the smelt.  Admirable devotion!

Many thanks to Jeff & Alan Lee for this great an-
nual event.  Everyone I talked to is looking forward 
to another spectacular presentation at Steep Hol-
low Forge.

Tim Tellander, Secretary
Balcones Forge 
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A Great Deal

Balcones Forge has Mark Aspery Books!

All 3 volumes:

 I - Basic Blacksmithing
 II - Leafwork
 III - Joinery

$50 each -- no tax, no shipping, normal price $59

Send your requests to Rudy@BalconesForge.org

Future Balcones 
Forge Meetings

March 2015
28 & 29 Bluebonnet - Marble Falls, TX

(Dorothy demos bronze)

April 25, 2015: James Helm

May 16, 2015- Swing Music Fest 
San Marcos, TX

The Balcones Forge
Board of Directors

Jerry Achterberg, President
Jerry Whitley, Vice President
Rudy Billings, Treasurer
Tim Tellander, Secretary

John Crouchet
Daniel Harrington, Librarian & Assistant Treasurer
Jim Elliot
Vince Herod, Editor
Alan Lee
Jeff Lee

Great music and food made for a fine lunch break 
at the February meeting.  Joey McGee kept the 
crowd entertained and one of our hosts dancing.

It won’t be long before the bluebonnets will be 
springing forth. And that means the annual Blue-
bonnet Demo is almost here. Dorothy will return 
for her third time. Yes -- she is that good! You 
won’t want to miss.

Now, please do me and yourself a big favor. Send 
in your registration right away. I know the form 
says the deadline is March 15, but don’t worry. 
Go ahead and print the form, write your check, 
and plop it in an envelope. A little bothersome, but 
you will appreciate the time you’ll have looking at 
all the auction items instead of waiting in line get-
ting registered. It also helps us with the catering 
and other planning.

Thanks and see you in Marble Falls!
Rudy
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I just wanted to send a short not of THANKS to all of those that volunteered to work at Fredericksburg’s, 
Pioneer Museum for Spring Break.  I just spoke to Evelyn and they are very pleased with everyone that 
was there.  Because different areas take their Spring Break at different times, they are looking into the 
possibility of adding a couple more days to next year’s schedule.  This should not be a problem, as the 
plan is to start working on a volunteer schedule in late January.   

Pioneer Museum will be having their Founder’s Day event on May 9, 2015 and will need someone to fire 
up the forge.  I will let you know when I get more information.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
http://pioneermuseum.net/founders-day.php 

Once again, thank you to all of the volunteers for helping Balcones Forge fulfill their mission. 

Jerry Whitley, VP 
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Combo-Demo demonstrators (clockwise from top left)

John Perilloux, Larry House, Lyle Wynn, Alan Lee,
Jeff Lee, Dana Flanders and John Magee.
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Randy McDaniel Demonstration
By Bob Ehrenberger

Randy did a lot of character forms.  I'm going to describe what he called his simple dragon. He did a more 
elaborate dragon later when I was elsewhere.

Use half face blows to establish the transi-
tion between the nose and the head.

A hollow eye punch is used to make the 
eyes and sockets.

A ball punch is used to make the nostrils.

A straight chisel is used to open up the 
mouth, make it pretty deep.

Use another chisel to make the teeth.

The ears are lifted up with a chisel.
And then shaped with a ball punch.
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Randy McDaniel demo.
The back of the neck is tapered to start the scales.

The scale affect was achieved by working the back of 
the neck over the edge of the anvil.

Finally the head is positioned using bending forks.

Finished dragon.

Left, side view

Right, head on

Randy also taught the Sunday morning bonus 
class. Where he helped 10 lucky members make 

a colonial meat fork.



Vincent Herod
Spotted Dog Forge
166 Granite Road
Paige, TX 78659-4922
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 BBaallccoonneess  FFoorrggee  BBlluueebboonnnneett  DDeemmoo  
featuring DDoorrootthhyy  SSttiieegglleerr  ––  MMaarrcchh  2288--2299   

s 
Please print clearly 

 

Name 
 

Address 
 

City/State/Zip 
 

Phone    Email 

 Yes, I prefer a hard-copy of the monthly newsletter mailed to me. I 
have added $5 to the normal $20 annual membership fee. 

Current Member ..........  $45  ______ 
2015 Membership if unpaid .  $20_______ 
if you wish newsletter mailed   $25_______ 
Non-member ..............  $65_______ 
Saturday Lunch ...........  $ 7_______ 
Saturday Evening Meal ...  $15_______ 

Total $_______   
**Please register by March 15**   

Make check payable to Balcones Forge. 
Send to Rudy Billings, 

12302 Indian Mound, Austin, TX 78758 

PLEASE READ AND COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING RELEASE FORM:  FORM MUST BE SIGNED AND DATED  
BY EACH MEMBER, GUEST AND PARENT OR GUARDIAN OF ANY MINOR IN ATTENDANCE. 

In consideration of the Balcones Forge Blacksmith Association providing demonstrators and workshops and making these events available 
and granting permission to enter the area of said event, I, individually and as parent or guardian of the minor child attending such event, 
hereby waive all claims for damage and/or loss to my person or property, or the person or property of such minor child, which may be 
caused by an act, or failure to act of the Balcones Forge Blacksmith Association, its officers, directors, agents or employees and the hosts 
and demonstrators.  I understand that there are inherent dangers in blacksmithing and I assume all risk of all dangerous conditions in and 
about such demonstration and workshop and waive any and all specific notice of the existence of such conditions.  By signing this waiver, I 
acknowledge that I have read and understand this waiver. 

X        Date 


