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Balcones Forge Dispatch

We all had a great time in San Marcos 
at the Texas Natural and Western Swing 
Festival on the grounds of the old court 
house.  Our turnout was great with 
most of the old faces (in some cases, I 
do mean OLD) and a lot of new faces.  
It was a very determined group with a 
lot of very serious hammering.  We are 
looking forward to this one again next 

year.  Hopefully, they will move us back into the shade.

We did not have any participants in the Trade Item.  This was dis-
cussed and we are going to try something new.  Instead of a Trade 
Item we will try Show and Tell.  We will come with an item to make 
for each meeting and encourage all to participate.  These items 
can be a great addition to your portfolio.  It was mentioned that you 
could still trade or even sell your item if you choose to do so.  We 
will have a Competition Item for our June meeting – a hammer or 
handled tool.

Jerry Achterberg set up an old bellows.  They were built by Al Mor-
gan, one of the founding members of Balcones Forge.  Al originally 
built the bellows for the Missions in San Antonio.  The National Park 
Service has had them stored for quite some time when they con-
tacted Jerry to see if they wanted them.  Jerry has been working 
hard to get them back in working order and get them set up as a 
great demonstration piece.  I am sure we will see them in the future.  
Jerry also talked about the Golden Mean Ratio and showed us a 
set of Golden Section Calipers that he made.  Thanks Jerry.

Meeting Date is June 29

President’s message continued on page 2



w w w . b a l c o n e s f o r g e . org

The Balcones Forge Newsletter is written by the editor except as noted.  Balcones Forge, it’s officers, members, contributors, editors and 
writers specifically disclaim any responsibility, or liability for any damage, or injury as a result of the use of any information published in the 
newsletter or demonstrated at a meeting or conference.  Every effort is made to insure the accuracy and safety of information provided 
but the use by our members and readers of any information published herein or provided at meetings is solely at the user’s own risk.

President’s message continued from page 1

On Saturday, June 29th we will be meeting at the 
shop of James Helm.  He will be using his big pow-
er hammer and forging press to make a hammer.  
They are planning to barbeque for us at this event.  
Don’t forget our competition item.  You still have 
time to get one made.  This is one that you will 
regret missing so, make your plans now.

Mark Aspery will again be our demonstrator for the 
2014 Bluebonnet Demo.  We will need ten forges 
for the workshops prior to the demo.  The board 
will meet to come up with a plan.  There may be 
some workdays to get these put together.  We will 
keep everyone advised.

Memorial Day has come and gone.  Remember 
those that have made the supreme sacrifice in an 
effort to preserve our freedom.  With this summer 
is upon us.  If you are working outside and espe-
cially in the fire, make sure you stay well hydrated.  
I am told that it is best to start pre-hydrating the 
evening before.

Stay safe out there and Happy Forging,
Jerry

Jerry Whitley
President, Balcones Forge

P.S.  Don’t forget to like Balcones Forge on Face-
book.  We use it to help keep you informed.
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Vince Herod, Editor
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Laurie Wicker, Secretary

Apron Envy

Sue Murray got the skinny on where Mark Aspery 
got his cool apron with the top strap and buckles.
It was made by Diana Scherf and her website is: 

www.bootjackfineleather.com  
She has several styles of smithing aprons to 
choose from.

Upcoming Balcones Events

June 29- James Helm – Elmendorf, Texas

July & August -Too hot to forge!
Suggestion -M.O. Ranch in Hunt, Texas 
See the work of Eric Riesel, 1930s Blacksmith.

September-    Date will be October 5th in Olden-
burg, Texas.  This is another event where we will 
work with HABA and North Texas Blacksmiths.The 
cupolas will be built and the charcoal made.  We 
will have an iron smelt and each group should re-
turn home with 10 to 20 pounds of wrought iron 
from the bloom.  This will be one that you do not 
want to miss.

October  26- Whitley’s in Devine, Texas
I know it is far for many.  We have room for those 
that may want to bring an RV or tent.  It is okay 
to show up on Friday (might get some extra forge 
time in) and if the after party goes too long and 
strong, stay until Sunday.  We are planning to bar-
beque again and maybe even take a field trip to 
Stroud’s Blacksmith Shop in Devine.  

November and December are still in the works.
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Artist-Blacksmith’s Association of North America

Appalachian Center for Craft.
Summer Workshops
Seats still available
 
June 21-23   Joe Brown: Candle Holders
July 19-21   Steve Williamson: Dragons and More
July 28-Aug. 2    Howard Clark: Swordsmithing
August 9-11  Elmer Roush: Viking Padlocks  
 
please contact:

Lindsey Maestri  Program Manager  
Appalachian Center for Craft
1560 Craft Center Drive 
Smithville, TN 37166
931-372-3051 or 615-597-6801   
 
 
craftcenter@tntech.edu
 
scholarships available 

Artist-Blacksmith’s Association of North America

CanIron IX
JUNE 29TH-JULY 1ST 2013
  
 FOR MORE INFORMATION
www.caniron.ca

Balcones Forge Meeting 
Info

Meetings are open to everyone -- you do not have 
to be a member to attend.
Meetings are usually held on the last Saturday of 
each month, but subject to change.

Bring your Safety Glasses -- REQUIRED

Other things to bring:
Hearing protection, notepad, camera, folding 
chair/bleacher seat cushion, drinking water, re-
turning library book/video, “Iron in the Hat” auction 
item, trade item/competition “trade” item. Compe-
tition “trade” items are creations that take time and 
effort, so you get to keep your item. Usually the 
items are judged and prizes awarded.

June Meeting Info

The Shop of James Helm
Helm Enterprises
Elmendorf, Texas
June 29 - 9:30 

Besides his usual forged items and tools, James 
is becoming well know for his excellent and 
unique knives. He has a great blogsite with help-
ful tip-filled videos at: 

http://helmforge.blogspot.com/2010/03/hello-
everyone.html

James will be forging a hammer.

Show and Tell Item -- Hammer or handled tool.
This will be a competition item you not only get to 
keep, you might win a prize.

Look for directions and a map elsewhere in this 
edition of the BFD.
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He’s our President and he feeds us!  Hurray for Jerry Whitley!
photo by Vince Herod



w w w . b a l c o n e s f o r g e . org



w w w . b a l c o n e s f o r g e . org

Scenes from the May meeting                                                                   Photos by Vince Herod
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James Helm
7458 FM 2579 Unit B
Floresville, TX  78114

 
Coming south from San Antonio on I-37, you exit on 1604 and head east, toward Elmendorf.  After 3 
miles, turn right onto FM 1303 and drive 2 1/2 miles.  There will be a white convenience store on the 
left and a bar called The Outhouse on the right where FM 2579 intersects with 1303.  Turn right onto 
2579, and drive one mile.  The entrance will be the first one on the left, and the shop is the tin building 
on the left.



Little Giant Announcement

Little Giant is changing ownership, effective immediately.  In order to perpetuate the line of replacement 
parts, repair services and information, Little Giant will now be in the extremely capable hands of our 
machinist, Roger Rice.  He will be assisted by our friend David Sloan, who has a great understanding 
of the mechanical operation of Little Giants.  We will be assisting Roger and Dave during the initial 
transition, and Sid will continue teaching the annual Little Giant rebuilding class.  The same telephone 
number (402-873-6603) and email address (lgiant@windstream.net) will move to the new location at 
Midwest Machine, 6414 King Road, Nebraska City, Nebraska 68410.
 
It has been a great 22 years, and we are profoundly grateful to have been a part of the blacksmithing 
community.  We have often said we have the best customers in the world, and we do mean it.  It has 
been an honor to not only help keep these venerable machines in operation, but to have made so many 
good friends in the process. 
 
With sincere appreciation,
 
Sid Suedmeier and Keri Hincker
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Many of us have heard of using modeling clay as a 
medium to work out a forging sequence when 
making animal heads. 

At Oktoberfest, noted knife maker and American 
Bladesmithing Master Tom Ferry demonstrated 
development of Damascus patterns in clay – a 
quick and easy way to visualize and understand the 
development of patterns in Damascus or pattern-
welded steel. In his demonstration, Tom used 
Sculpey oven-bake clay (www.sculpey.com). 
Sculpey is one of several polymer clay products 
which can be hardened by baking in a home oven at 
275o. Here, he didn’t fire the clay. Rather, he had 
dark brown and white clay samples, which he 
rolled out in a device much like a lasagna noodle 
rolling machine. Each color of clay was there to 
simulate layers of different types of materials that 
would be used to make up a Damascus billet. 

First, Tom rolled out pieces of clay to about " to " 
thick and about 1" wide. He cut these pieces to be 

about 6" long and then stacked them, alternating 
brown and white. Forging this stack would result in 
the random Damascus pattern. 

Next, Tom set out to demonstrate mosaic 
Damascus patterns. He rolled a basic stack out a 
bit, using a rubber roller to simulate forging the 
billet.  

Radial Pattern 
To create the basic radial pattern, he took two 
stacks, which he wedged in two using a pair of 
wooden wedges. These simulated this process on a 
billet with steel jaws in the hydraulic press. 

This article originally  was published in the California Blacksmith No. 12-01, January/February 2012, news-
letter of the California Blacksmith Association ( www.calsmith.org ). 

Using Clay to Create Damascus Patterns 
By Tom Ferry, Auburn, Washington 

This simulated the basic Damascus billet. 
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Damascus Design in Clay 
Four of the resulting triangular pieces were then 
reassembled, squared up – ready to forge if you 
were working in steel rather than clay. In this photo 
of the billet, the mating of the four pieces can easily 
be seen. 

Radial-Squared Pattern 
This pattern started with the same basic stack. Two 
stacks were split into four pieces. Then each piece 
was squared up using diamond-shape dies. 

Once this was done, each of the smaller sections 
had a diamond cross-section. These were then 
reassembled into a billet, resulting in the radial-
squared pattern. 

Tom demonstrated several other patterns in the 
Sculpey clay. To get the full details of how to 
create these patterns, take one of Tom’s workshops. 

 

Tom and the clay process 
This article illustrates the idea of using clay as a 
way to visualize and 
understand blacksmith-
ing processes. Tom 
used the clay process to 
show the pattern de-
velopment, without 
having to take time out 
to forge, grind and 
polish steel pieces. After 
Oktoberfest, your edi-
tor took the sample 
pieces home to bake in 
his oven. They were 
then polished with a 
belt sander to bring out 
the patterns. For more 
information about Tom, visit his website, 
www.tomferryknives.com. 

Photos by Alan Gering, John Graham & Mike Mumford 



Vincent Herod
Spotted Dog Forge
166 Granite Road
Paige, TX 78659-4922
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Return Service Requested

 July / August 2011 The Blacksmiths’ Guild of the Potomac, Inc. 19 

 

BGOP Membership Application and Renewal 

New Member — 1 yr $35  or  3 yrs $75 
Renewal — 1 yr $25  or  3 yrs $70 

Date _________________________ 

Name ___________________________________________Home Phone ____________________________  

Address _________________________________________Work Phone ____________________________  

City ____________________________________________State ___________Zip ___________________  

Email Address_____________________________________Age if you are under 21 (min 16 years) _________  

Blacksmithing Experience             Yes         No     

I would like to receive the Newsletter by  (pick one)                Email (PDF)                  Paper copy in the mail 

I am a member of ABANA, The Artist Blacksmith’s Association of North America           Yes         No 
 

Make check payable to: BGOP 
Mail check and Membership application to: 

Curt Welch, 
305 Ainstree Ct. 
Vienna, VA 22180 

Name:  

Address:  

City:  

State: Zip/PC:  

Country:  

Type of Membership 

 Regular ............$55 Overseas ............$65 

 Student ...........$45 Contributing...... $100

Senior (65+) ...$50 Library .................$45 

$5 discount for two year memberships and renewals 

 

ABANA Chaper Affiliation: ___________________  

Application may also be made at the ABANA web site:   

www.abana.org 

E-mail: ______________________________________ 

www url:_____________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________________ 

Fax:________________________________________ 

Credit Card Information_________________________ 

Visa Mastercard 

 Expiration Date: ___________________ 

Card# ______________________________________ 

Submit check, money order (US banks only), or by credit card:  

Artist-Blacksmith’s Association of North America, Inc. 
259 Muddy Fork Road 

Jonesborough, Tennessee 37659 
 

Phone:  423-913-1022, Fax: 423-913-1023 
centraloffice@abana.org 

M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C A T I O N  


