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Balcones Forge Dispatch

Meeting Date is August 16

The August 16th meeting will start at 11am, at Willies Grill in New 
Braunfels. 

The competition trade item is a wrench; you pick the style.

The demo is: Show-n-tell.  

Hopefully we can have a board meeting to discuss new officers and/
or board members, as needed.

www.williesgrillandicehouse.com
Willie’s Grill is  located at 2966 Coldsprings Drive, New Brunfels, 
78130, just north of Buckeys.
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The Balcones Forge Newsletter is written by the editor except as noted.  Balcones Forge, it’s officers, members, contributors, editors and 
writers specifically disclaim any responsibility, or liability for any damage, or injury as a result of the use of any information published in the 
newsletter or demonstrated at a meeting or conference.  Every effort is made to insure the accuracy and safety of information provided 
but the use by our members and readers of any information published herein or provided at meetings is solely at the user’s own risk.

The Balcones Forge
Board of Directors

Matt Czosnek, President
Jerry Achterberg, Vice President
Rudy Billings, Treasurer
Tim Tellander, Secretary

John Crouchet
Jim Elliot
Vince Herod, Editor
Alan Lee
Jeff Lee
Jerry Whitley

A Great Deal

Balcones Forge has Mark Aspery Books!

All 3 volumes:

 I - Basic Blacksmithing
 II - Leafwork
 III - Joinery

$50 each -- no tax, no shipping, normal price $59

Send your requests to Rudy@BalconesForge.org

August Trade Item 

The trade item for June is a wrench.

This is a competition; best wrench wins and you 
get to keep what you make.

REMEMBER: you gotta make one to WIN!

Demo Opportunity 

From John Meyer:

I need some blacksmiths to do a demo during the 
Bulverde Jubilee on 9/20.  All who come can sell 
there wares. I will be the point of contact for this. 

My cell is 210-216-1926 

E-mail at:  justtiger@yahoo.com

Please contact John for more info!

Master Blacksmith/Teacher Jerry Darnell’s 
second book 
“Forging Colonial Iron Work II” 
is fresh off the press as of June 5th. 

Cost $20.00 plus shipping/handling. 

Please contact Jerry directly:

Phone---
(910) 464-3888 (Shop)
(910) 464-2636 (House)
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Metal/Wood Lathe for sale in Bastrop, Texas.  Come and get it for $750, cash.

Exact age unknown but at least 50 yrs old.  Well cared for and in excellent condition.  
Includes base and as many bits and tools as I can find.  Current motor (may not be 
original) is wired for standard household 110v outlet.  The rails are about 6’ long so 
chuck to tailstock allows about 4.5’ piece to fit.  See pictures below.  For more info, 
contact Shane Smith: ss42@txstate.edu or call 512-470-5498.



w w w . b a l c o n e s f o r g e . org

M
A

R
K

 A
S

P
E

R
Y

 
O

C
T

 1
2-

14
G

L
E

N
 R

O
S

E
, T

X
.

10
/2

01
4

M
AR

K 
AS

PE
RY

IN
F

O
R

M
A

T
IO

N
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
an

d 
re

se
rv

at
io

ns
.

ca
ll o

r e
M

ai
l R

on
 S

ta
ffo

rd
 2

09
 6

10
 3

44
8

ho
ts

hu
z0

02
@

gm
ai

l.c
om

A 
ra

re
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

ty
 fo

r 7
 to

 1
0 

( p
er

 
cla

ss
) s

er
io

us
  a

m
at

eu
r o

r 
pr

of
es

sio
na

l c
ra

fts
m

en
 to

 le
ar

n 
fro

m
 

on
e 

of
 th

e 
m

os
t r

es
pe

ct
ed

 e
du

ca
to

rs
 

in
 m

od
er

n 
bl

ac
ks

m
ith

in
g.

M
ar

k 
is 

th
e 

ed
ito

r o
f A

BA
NA

’s 
H

am
m

er
’s

 B
lo

w
 m

ag
az

in
e.

 H
e 

ha
s 

wr
itt

en
 a

nd
 p

ub
lis

he
d 

th
re

e 
vo

lu
m

es
 

of
 h

is 
bo

ok
 M

as
te

rin
g 

th
e 

Fu
nd

am
en

ta
ls

 o
f B

la
ck

sm
ith

in
g.

 
M

os
t A

BA
NA

 a
ffi

lia
te

s 
re

co
gn

ize
 

M
ar

k 
fo

r h
is 

tir
el

es
s 

co
nt

rib
ut

io
n 

to
 

bl
ac

ks
m

ith
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

th
ro

ug
h 

hi
s 

de
m

on
st

ra
tio

ns
 a

nd
 c

lin
ics

.

If 
yo

u 
wa

nt
 to

 im
pr

ov
e 

yo
ur

 s
kil

l a
s 

a 
bl

ac
ks

m
ith

, p
er

ha
ps

 n
ow

 is
 th

e 
tim

e 
to

  m
ak

e 
a 

co
m

m
itm

en
t t

o 
yo

ur
se

lf 
an

d 
yo

ur
 c

ra
ft.

 T
hi

s 
cli

ni
c 

is 
op

en
 to

 
th

os
e 

wh
o 

ha
ve

 a
 b

ur
n 

to
 le

ar
n!



w w w . b a l c o n e s f o r g e . org

M
A

R
K

 A
S

P
E

R
Y

 
W

IL
L

 C
O

N
D

U
C

T
 

A
 F

U
L

L
 

PA
R

T
IC

IP
A

T
IO

N
 

H
A

N
D

S
 O

N
 

C
L

IN
IC

. C
O

M
E

 
P

R
E

PA
R

E
D

 T
O

 
W

O
R

K
 A

T
 T

H
E

 
A

N
V

IL
 A

N
D

 
L

E
A

R
N

.

Yo
u 

br
in

g 
yo

ur
 o

wn
 s

et
 u

p,
 

an
vil

,fi
re

,w
at

er
 b

uc
ke

t ,
 b

as
ic 

ha
nd

 
to

ol
s,

et
c.

 W
e 

wi
ll h

av
e 

so
m

e 
se

t u
ps

 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

ho
we

ve
r t

he
y 

m
us

t b
e 

re
se

rv
ed

 e
ar

ly 
to

 g
ua

ra
nt

ee
 a

va
ila

bi
lity

.

M
ar

ks
 w

eb
 s

ite
:

ht
tp

://
ww

w.
m

ar
ka

sp
er

y.c
om

/
Sc

ho
ol

of
Bl

ac
ks

m
ith

in
g/

Ho
m

e.
ht

m
l

ht
tp

s:
//w

ww
.y

ou
tu

be
.c

om
/u

se
r/

M
ar

kA
sp

er
y?

fe
at

ur
e=

m
hw

5

SU
ND

AY
 1

0/
12

/2
01

4

Fo
r t

ho
se

 w
ith

 li
m

ite
d 

tim
e 

or
 fu

nd
s 

w
e 

ar
e 

of
fe

rin
g 

a 
on

e 
da

y 
ex

pe
rie

nc
e.

 A
 c

la
ss

 th
at

 
in

tro
du

ce
s 

th
e 

pa
rti

ci
pa

nt
 to

 th
e 

As
pe

ry
 w

ay
 

of
 to

ol
 m

ak
in

g.
 Y

ou
 w

ill 
fe

el
 s

at
is

fie
d 

w
ith

 
yo

ur
 g

ro
w

th
, a

nd
 y

ou
r n

ew
 to

ol
s,

 a
t t

he
 e

nd
 

of
 th

e 
da

y. 
$1

00
.

 
M

O
ND

AY
-T

UE
SD

AY
 1

0/
13

-1
4

Tw
o 

fu
ll 

da
ys

 o
f i

ns
tru

ct
io

n 
w

ith
 M

ar
k.

 W
e 

w
ill 

be
gi

n 
w

ith
 m

or
e 

to
ol

 m
ak

in
g 

an
d 

us
e 

th
os

e 
to

ol
s 

to
 c

ra
ft 

an
 it

em
 th

at
 is

 s
ur

e 
to

 
pl

ea
se

. T
hi

s 
cl

as
s 

is
 d

es
ig

ne
d 

to
 s

tre
tc

h 
yo

ur
 a

bi
lit

ie
s,

 fo
rg

e 
to

 d
im

en
si

on
, a

nd
 m

ak
e 

yo
u 

a 
be

tte
r b

la
ck

sm
ith

. $
20

0

AC
CO

M
M

O
DA

TI
O

NS
 

Th
es

e 
cl

in
ic

s 
ar

e 
be

in
g 

co
nd

uc
te

d 
on

 a
 

pe
ca

n 
co

ve
re

d 
 p

ro
pe

rty
 in

 S
om

er
vi

lle
 

C
ou

nt
y, 

ne
ar

 G
le

n 
R

os
e,

 T
ex

as
. N

um
er

ou
s 

 
m

ot
el

s 
ar

e 
lo

ca
te

d 
ju

st
 5

 m
ile

s 
aw

ay
. 

C
am

pi
ng

 y
ou

r t
hi

ng
? 

Th
er

e 
is

 lo
ts

 o
f r

oo
m

 
fo

r y
ou

 to
 p

ar
k 

yo
ur

 c
am

pe
r o

r p
itc

h 
yo

ur
 

te
nt

.D
ry

 c
am

pi
ng

 a
t n

o 
ch

ar
ge

.H
el

ps
 to

 
ke

ep
 y

ou
r c

os
t l

ow
. W

e 
try

 to
 a

cc
om

m
od

at
e 

yo
ur

 n
ee

ds
 w

he
re

 p
os

si
bl

e,
 s

o 
if 

yo
u 

ha
ve

 
an

y 
qu

es
tio

ns
 p

le
as

e 
as

k.
C

al
l 2

09
 6

10
 3

44
8

O
NE

 P
IE

CE
 C

O
RK

SC
RE

W
 F

RO
M

 
AL

LO
Y 

ST
EE

L

AN
G

LE
D 

PA
SS

 T
HR

O
UG

HS



w w w . b a l c o n e s f o r g e . org



w w w . b a l c o n e s f o r g e . org



Vincent Herod
Spotted Dog Forge
166 Granite Road
Paige, TX 78659-4922

C
E

N
T

R

A
L TEXAS BLAC

K
S

M
I

T
H

S

B
A

LCONES FOR
G

E

Future Balcones Forge Meetings

September 2014- not yet scheduled

October 18, 2014- Chisholm Trail Days 
San Gabriel Park, Georgetown- looking for volunteers the 17th

November 8, 2014- Buggy Barn Museum - Blanco 
December 13, 2014 (TENTATIVE) Jerry Whitley - Devine

January 2015- not yet scheduled

February 2015- Lee Brothers - Steep Hollow Forge - Bryan
March 2015- Pioneer Museum - Fredericksburg

April 2015- Bluebonnet - Marble Falls
May 2015- Swing Music Fest - San Marcos


