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Balcones Forge Dispatch

Greetings,

We had great time at the Old Settler’s Association in 
Round Rock. The crowds were great and always happy to 
see what we are forging. We also had 2 new members get 
into the forge for the first time. They both made an S-Hook 
and worked on a horseshoe knife. Several kids were able 
to help forge out a nail for them to take home. As always I 
appreciate the time that the members who showed up and 
made this an excellent event.  
 
FP Lilly who helped Rick Dawdy make an elaborate plant 
hanger.  We had Blacksmiths demoing and teaching for 
the public and Blacksmiths helping Blacksmiths. This is 
what makes this a great organization and craft. The shar-
ing of knowledge is essential for us to thrive.  
 
Balcones Forge will be hosting our next meeting on June 
18th 0930 at Blackhawk Millworks at 2780 Dreibrodt Rd, 
San Marcus. It will be an open forge and there will be 
mentors there to help those who need a bit of coaching.  
 
As always, wear non-synthetic clothes and closed toed 
shoes with a preference to leather. You will also have to 
be a member in good standing (dues paid) to work in the 
forge.

Look forward to seeing y’all soon. Keep forging.

John Meyer, President

Meeting is on June 18
Meeting starts at 9:30am
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Vice President’s Report

The first day of summer is officially June 21st but it’s here already. If you weren’t able to 
make it to the Crossroads Forging Conference you missed a great show our very own 
Sue Howerter put a great show. Mark Ling ,Joshua Rachita,and many others did a great 
job putting it together. The June meeting will be on the 18th in Zorn Doug at Blackhawk 
Millworks is once again generously donating us some shop space. It is hot so we will kick 
things off at 9:00 a.m. hope to see y’all there.

Arron Tilton, Vice President

Sue Howerter at the Crossroads Conference.

photo by Arron Tilton
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More info in the two Balcones Forge Facebook pages. (You can 
check out the posts without having a Facebook account.)

https://www.facebook.com/BFCTB/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/688735415468063

Get your blade steel without the shipping costs at the June meeting!

The Balcones Forge Newsletter is written by the editor except as noted.  Balcones Forge, it’s officers, members, 
contributors, editors and writers specifically disclaim any responsibility, or liability for any damage, or injury as 
a result of the use of any information published in the newsletter or demonstrated at a meeting or conference.  
Every effort is made to insure the accuracy and safety of information provided but the use by our members and 
readers of any information published herein or provided at meetings is solely at the user’s own risk.
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Ancient German Art anvil with face.

National Museum of Transylvanian History
2nd century CE. Weight - 50 kg

13th-14th century 

 "Tree Anvil" dated 1533

The Anvil: a selection of anvils through the centuries
Got lost for hours in the world wide web of Blacksmith History... here is just a bit of what I found.  

Armor Anvil 16th Century

The artifact that began the journey...
800BC - 100CE Iron Age or Romano-British iron anvil from Sutton Walls hillfort. Forged 
from a single bloom of iron which has been carburised during the reheating for forging, 

or from steel produced directly from the ore. 
111lb weight, 10.5 ins. high with a base 9 ins square . Excavated by Kathleen Kenyon 

from Sutton Walls, Herefordshire in 1948-1951. 
 

Anvil Museum Collection - Roman anvil dating 
to approximately 200 A.D. and discovered in 
an archeological dig in Czechoslovakia.

Anvil, forged, 17th century, Canton of 
Vaud, Switzerland. Iron and Railway 

Museum, Vallorbe, 2012 expo. Wgt: ~90kg.

 15th-16th century, France. Iron 
and Railway Museum, Vallorbe
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Medieval Continental Anvil, Europe, 15th or 16th century.

Anvil, carved and engraved iron, France 
dated 1793

At Herstmonceux Castle, Herstmonceux, East 
Sussex, England, 16th century

 Classic hornless church window 
style anvil, 1796, about 50-60kg,

Church window style 
anvil, dated 1763

Farrier's anvil with a round pilaster on a 
spherical base. Swiss, Château d'Oex area, 16th 

century. Iron and Railway Museum, Vallorbe

Anvil for small ironwork originating in the region of 
Styria in Austria. Dated 1671. Weight: about 20 kg.

Five-legged farrier's anvil, central 
France, 17th century. Iron and Railway 
Museum, Vallorbe, 2012 expo. Wgt: 
~130kg.

Anvil Museum Collection - Swage Anvil, 
American Colonial
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Anvil Museum Collection - 1802 
- Stamped CK, 5th foot with 

church windows

Blacksmith Week 2017
Thursday August 17- Sunday 20

• Demonstrations
• Workshop
• Open Forge
• Camping and Camaraderie

Main Demonstrators: Fred Crist, Peter Clark and Torvald Sorenson
Schedule:

Thursday- group sculpture project & Peter
 Friday- Peter & Fred 
 Saturday- Fred & Torvald
 Sunday – Torvald

Fun for the whole family: 
visit nearby lakes, Mt. Hood Adventure Park, Timberline Lodge and more!

www.cascadiaarts.org
Cascadia Center for Arts and Crafts

May 6-7     Lisa Geertsen – Basic Blacksmithing
June 10-11  Christoph Freidrich - TBA, 
June 24 & 25  Dave Lisch - Pillow Boxes (two separate 1 day classes)
July 17-21    Mark Aspery – Fundamentals of Blacksmith, 
August 14-16   Fred Crist – Sculpture 
August 17-20   Blacksmith Week 2017 - See details below
September 10-11   Jeff  Holtby – Simple Padlock

Mark your calendars for a busy 2017 Blacksmith workshop season, 
at Cascadia Center for Arts and Crafts, Government Camp Oregon

1833, Northern Bohemia,  about 
100 kg

Originally from the Canton of Grisons in 
Switzerland. Dated from 1811. Weight: 96 kg.
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Do you have any Blacksmith money?

I don’t know why I cant get this under the correct picture............



Vincent Herod
Spotted Dog Forge
166 Granite Road
Paige, TX 78659-4922
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Was this really at last month’s meeting?


