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Balcones Forge Dispatch

Greetings,

The heat kept a lot of people away from the June meet-
ing. Our host, Philip Waters, gave a great demo on chain 
making. There were three competitors in the chain mak-
ing contest. Mr. Waters won the trade item competition 
and has picked something incorporating a leaf for the next 
one.  

It is a quick turn around for the July meeting. It will be 
on July 8th at the Texas Handmade Furniture Museum in 
New Braunfels. This is the second Saturday so the mu-
seum will be having their living history events too. Re-
member we are there every second Saturday whether it’s 
a meeting or not. 

1370 Church Hill Drive, New Braunfels, TX 78130

www.texashandmadefurniture.com

Also, remember to stay hydrated during these hot weather 
months. Check for fires from your forging or welding proj-
ects. Keep a fire extinguisher or water hose handy since 
the grass will get very dry too.

Arron Tilton, Balcones Forge President

Meeting is on July 8
Start time is 9:00
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More info in the two Balcones Forge Facebook pages. (You can check out the posts 
without having a Facebook account.)

https://www.facebook.com/BFCTB/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/688735415468063

Upcoming Meetings
                               
    

Here is the schedule for the rest of the year. 
 

July 8th                       Furniture Museum, New Braunfels   2nd Saturday

August 12th                Furniture Museum, New Braunfels   2nd Saturday

September 24th          Wendish Fest, Serbin (yes, this is a Sunday)

October 21st               Rustyk Forge, Devine:  Mark Ling, Demonstrator 

November 11th           Furniture Museum, New Braunfels   2nd saturday 

December 9th             Furniture Museum, New Braunfels  2nd Saturday
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The Balcones Forge Newsletter is written by the editor except as noted.  Balcones Forge, it’s officers, members, 
contributors, editors and writers specifically disclaim any responsibility, or liability for any damage, or injury as 
a result of the use of any information published in the newsletter or demonstrated at a meeting or conference.  
Every effort is made to insure the accuracy and safety of information provided but the use by our members and 
readers of any information published herein or provided at meetings is solely at the user’s own risk.

Trade Item Details

For July, the trade item is “something incorporating a leaf”.  To participate, simply make the item chosen 
for the month.  Sometimes there are detailed instructions and sometimes you get to make what ever 
your imagination tells you.  Bring it to the meeting, participate in the trade and you will walk away with 
another smith’s version of the item.

Remember, you gotta make one to take one!

Students of all ages attend classes at the Pioneer Farms Smithy.

Photos by the Editor.
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Philip Waters is the lead blacksmith at Pioneer Farms.  He was our demonstrator as well as host 
for the June meeting.  If you haven’t seen the new blacksmith shop at the Farm, you need to go 
see for yourself.  Many of you missed an excellent demo and meeting.



Vincent Herod
Spotted Dog Forge
166 Granite Road
Paige, TX 78659-4922
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Editor’s Soapbox
Perhaps it was the heat or a new location, but whatever the reason, the June meeting was not attended 
by many members.  For me, it was great to visit with F. P. Lilly and Tom Lupton, as well as enjoy the 
demo put on by our host.  Hopefully we will meet at the Farm again in the coming year and you can see 
what you missed.

Unfortunately I did not get a picture of the chain making contest winners.  It seems my camera did not 
appreciate being left in the hot sun. 

Have you noticed that we still do not have a Vice-President?  What are you waiting for?  Step up and 
help run the organization.

Our “standard” meeting is now on the 2nd Saturday of the month at the Museum in New Braunfels.  
However, when there are other events, we will meet at other locations and other dates.  Keep your eyes 
on Facebook and the newsletter.

What do you want to see?  Where do you want to go?  Let the Board know.  Talented smiths, yes; mind 
readers, no!

Our organization is what all of us make it.

Vince Herod, Editor.


